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NELSON COUNTY, VA
Comprehensive Plan Update 



What is Nelson 2042?

❑ A community-guided vision for the future 

of the County

❑ The guiding framework for the 

community’s planning tools: Zoning 

Ordinance, Subdivision Ordinance, 

Capital Improvements Program, and other 

Plans & Studies

❑ A legally required document by Virginia 

State Code Section § 15.2-2223



How Was the Plan Updated?

Summer – Fall 2022 Summer - Fall 2022 Summer  - Fall 2023 Fall 2023
1. Gather Data 

& Input 

2. Draft the Plan

3. Review, 

Refine, & 

Adopt

4. Implement



How Was the Community Involved?

1 Input 
Results Forum

Idea Wall

35 different 
groups or 
businesses 
participated
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Rural character & 
environment 
considered most 
valued asset

Nelson has a strong 
sense of community 
and identity

Transportation safety 
improvements are a 
top priority

Improving housing 
choice & quality is a 
priority focus

Any new development 
should be strategic and 
not impact rural 
character

Schools & educational 
opportunities are top 
priorities for the future

Key Takeaways from the Community

Improve recreation & 
alternative transportation

Target commercial & 
economic growth on 
the 29 corridor



3. Land Use

4. Transportation

5. Housing

6. Natural & Cultural 

Resources

7. Local Economy

8. Community Facilities

What is in the Comprehensive Plan?
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Chapter 3
-

Shaping Community 
Character



Future Land Use Framework



Future Land Use Framework

PC RECOMMENDATION
1. Remove Montebello from Rural Destination Land Use 
Category

- Delete from Future Land Use Map
- Delete Description on page 41

2. Add a Strategy to Land Use Chapter
- Discourage the use of large-scale development in 
Montebello through zoning. 
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Chapter 4
-

Connecting People 
and Places



Priority 
Transportation 

Projects



16

Chapter 5
-

Creating Livable 
Communities
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Chapter 6
-

Protecting Valuable 
Resources



18

Chapter 7
-

Creating a Resilient 
Economy
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Chapter 8
-

Serving the 
Community
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Chapter 9
-

Implementation



RESPONSIBLE AGENCY

Implementing the Plan

• Annual Budget

• Capital 
Improvement Plan

• Land Use 
Regulations

• Land Use Actions

• Intergovernmental 
Cooperation

• Annual Review

RESPONSIBLE 
AGENCY

SCHEDULEIMPLEMENTATION 
TYPE

• Nelson 

County

• Nonprofit 

Organizations

• Regional and  

Institutional 

Partners

• State and 

Federal 

Agencies

• County 

Citizens

• Regulation 

Updates and 

Enforcement

• Programs & 

Services

• Community 

Outreach and 

Education

• Partnerships

• Plans and 

Studies

• Capital 

Projects

• Short-term (1-

3 years)

• Mid-term (3-5 

years)

• Long-term 

(5+ years)

• Ongoing



Thank you!
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